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and to them were born: Edw. Fielding, May 6,. 1718; James C, Nov. 
3, 1719 (of "Broadfield") ; John, July 4, 1723; Rich'd, June 15, 1725; 
William, Apr. 30, 1727; and Susannah, Sept. 9, 1729. Sec Va. Histori- 
cal Magazine, Vol. XII. 

As .arly as 1658 there was a Joseph Fielding in Northumberland, 
whose will was prob. in 1688 by wife Mary; a John Fielding who> died 
prior to 1698; a Daniel Fielding, died in 1714; and the births of the 
following children of an Edward Fielding are recorded in St. Stephen's 
Register, none of whom I am able to place. Edward, born 1666 ; Anne, 
in 1668; Ambrose, in 1671, and Richard, in 1675. 



RUFFIN FAMILY. 



This family begins with 1 William 1 Ruffin, who appears 
in the records of Isle of Wight County at a very early period. 

William Jewry in his will dated June 1, 165 1, left a legacy 
to "Robert Ruffin, son of William Ruffin." In June, 1677, 
2 Robert 2 RuMn, of Surry County is mentioned as heir and 
administrator of William Ruffin deceased. 

2 Robert 2 Ruffin (William 1 ) lived in Surry County, 
where he married about 1675, Elizabeth, widow of Capt. 
George Watkins, Clerk of Surry County. His will, dated May 
18, 1693, was proved July 4, 1693. It names sons Robert and 
William, wife Elizabeth, daughter Elizabeth, and Francis Mas- 
son and Arthur Allen, "who are to have the education of my 
children." The will of his wife, Elizabeth Ruffin, proved in 
Surry County, August 18, 1714, names sons Robert and Wil- 
liam and daughter Jane. Issue: 3, Robert; 4, William; 5, 
Elizabeth; 6, Jane. 

3 Robert 3 Ruffin (Robert, 2 William 1 ) lived in Surry 

County, where he married Elizabeth and died. His 

will, dated April 13, 1720, was proved February 15, 1720-21, 
and names wife Elizabeth, children: 7, John; 8, Edmund; 9, 
Joseph; 10, Benjamin; 11, Mary; 12, Martha; 13, Elizabeth. 

7 Col. John 4 Ruffin (Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ) mar- 
ried Patty Hamlin, (chart) and died in Mecklenburg County. 
His will, dated August 10, 1774, was proved August 14, 1775. 
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It names children: 14, Robert; 15, William; 16, Anne, who 
married Hartwell Cocke, of Surry; 17, Elizabeth, married J. 
N. Nicholas, of Dinwiddie; 18, John, to whom he gives a 
plantation in Southampton called Unota on the north side 
of Meherrin River; 19, Martha, who married Robert New- 
som; 20, Thomas; 21, Francis. The two last, Thomas and 
Francis, are made executors. Witnesses: Henry Delony, 
Stephen Edward Brodnax. 

14 Robert 5 Ruffin (John, 4 Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), 
of "Mayfield," Dinwiddie County, and "Sweet Hall," King 
William County, married Mary Clack, daughter of John and 
Mary Clack and widow of Col. John Lightfoot, of Brunswick 
County (chart and Brunswick Records), and had issue: 22, 
John, vestryman of Bristol Parish ; 23, James, died 1802, mar- 
ried Mary Roane, who had (a) Robert, married I. Lucy Roane; 

married II. Hoskins; (b) John; (c) James, of King 

William County, married Agnes Dandridge; (d) Lucy, mar- 
ried Hoskins; (e) Thomas; (f) Sterling; 24, Patsy, 

married Buller Claiborne, of Dinwiddie County; 25, daughter, 
married William Claiborne, of Dinwiddie and had (a) William 
Presley; (b) Lucy Herbert, married John Goode, and had 
Hon. William O. Goode; (c) Elizabeth, married William Bur- 
net Browne; 26, William, born 1785, died 1825, of Brunswick 
County, Va., and North Carolina, married Margaret Ritchie, 
sister of Thomas Ritchie, of the Richmond Enquirer, and had 
(a) Archibald, married Catherine Roane; (b) Robert, of Mil- 
edgeville, Georgia; (c) William, married Frances Gildart, and 
had Col. Frank G., born 1816, State Auditor of Virginia; (d) 
Thomas; (e) Frederick; (f) John S. ; (g) Albert G. ; (h) 
Caroline (chart); 27, Judge Sterling Ruffin (1767-1822), of 
Brunswick County, Va., married Alice Roane and had (a) 
Judge Thomas, of the Supreme Court of North Carolina; (b) 
Minerva; (c) Mary; (d) James, of North Carolina and Ala- 
bama; (e) William S. 

15 William 5 Ruffin (John, 4 Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), 
of "Rich Neck," Surry County, married (I) Jane Bland, 
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daughter of Theodorick Bland; (II) Lucy Cocke, of "Shoal 
Bay." His will, dated May 1, 1773, was proved April 26, 
1774. He had issue by his first wife: 28, Theodorick Bland, 
and by his second, 29, Elizabeth, married Col. William Browne, 
of "Four Mile Tree," Surry County; 30, William, who mar- 
ried Nancy Edwards. 

21 Francis 5 Ruffin (John, 4 Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ) 
married I. Hannah Cocke ; II. Susan Harris. By first wife 
he had (a) John; (b) Thomas; (c) Robert; (d) Hannah, 
married C. Seward. 

8 Captain 4 Edmund Ruffin (Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), 
was born 1713, and died in 1790. He was of "Evergreen," 
Prince George County. He married Anne Simmons, widow 

of Edmunds. She died October 26, 1749, in Sussex 

County; 31, Edmund; 32, Elizabeth, who married Nathaniel 
Harrison, of Prince George County. 

31 Hon. Edmund 4 Ruffin (Edmund, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), 
born 1745, died 1807, member of House of Delegates 1777- 
1787, of "Coggins Point," and "Evergreen," Prince George 
County, married Jane Skipwith, sister of Sir William Skip- 
with, baronet, of Prestwold, Mecklenburg County. Issue: 33, 
George. 

33 Hon. George 6 Ruffin (Edmund, 5 Edmund, 4 Robert, 3 
Robert, 2 William 1 ), born 1765, died 1810, member of the State 
Legislature from 1803-1806, married I. Jane Lucas; II. Re- 
becca Cocke, of Surry. Issue by first marriage: (a) Hon. Ed- 
mund Ruffin, born 1794, died 1865, of "Coggins Point," Prince 
George County, and "Marlbourne," Hanover County, member 
of State Senate, President Agricultural Society, Editor Farm- 
er's Register. Fired first gun at Fort Sumter in the war for 
Southern Independence, married Susan H. Travis. Hon. 
George Ruffin had issue by second marriage : (b) Jane, mar- 
ried Dr. William Dupuy, of Dinwiddie County; (c) George 
R. ; (d) Rebecca S. ; (e) Juliana, married Carter Coupland, of 
"Vernon Borsay;" (f) Elizabeth, married Commodore Harri- 
son H. Cocke, of "Montpelier," Surry County, and "Ever- 
green," Prince George County; (h) George. 
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io Benjamin 4 Ruffin (Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), lived 
in Southampton County, where he married and had (chart) : 
34, Joseph; 35, Benjamin; 36, Lucy, married Dr. Irvine; 37, 
Polly. 

13 Elizabeth 4 Ruffin (Robert, 3 Robert, 2 William 1 ), mar- 
ried (chart) I. Kinchin, II.. Richard Cocke, 1707- 

1787, of "Swann Point" or "Shoal Bay" in Surry County, and 
had issue by second marriage : 38, Nancy, married Col. Wil- 
liam Browne, of "Four Mile Tree ;" 39, Richard, married I. 
Nancy Claiborne ; II. Mrs. White nee Crowley ; 40, Lucy, mar- 
ried William Ruffin, and had William, married Miss Edwards 
and Elizabeth, married William Browne; 41, Nathaniel, of 
Georgia, married Rebecca Thompson ; 42, Col. John, who mar- 
ried Lucy Herbert Claiborne. 

4 William 3 Ruffin (Robert, 2 William 1 ), married and had 
(chart) 43, Samuel, born 1716, of Edgecomb, N. C, and 44, 
Ethelred, of Edgecomb, North Carolina, married Mary Hay- 
ward, and had (a) Samuel; (b) Sarah; (c) Henry J.; (d) 
James; (e) Charity Anne; (f) Margaret E. 

The following is an extract from a letter of the late Col. 
Frank G. Ruffin to Hon. Paul Cameron, Hillsboro, N. C. : 

I have seen Edmund Ruffin, Sr.'s, Genealogical chart* and remember 
that I found myself the seventh in descent from the head of the family 
in Virginia, William Ruffin who settled in Isle of Wight in 1660, who 
accumulated immense landed property on the south side of James 
River by importing laborers into the country, that sort of service being 
at that time remunerative by a grant of so much land per capita. 

As early as 1743 "Capt. John Ruffin" of Surry was a large planter. 
The family have generally remained on the south side of James River, 
but Judge Ruffin's grandfather, Col. Robert Ruffin, who in 1762 was 
appointed along with Robert Boiling, Roger Atkinson, William Eaton, 
John Bannister, Thomas Jones, Henry Walker, George Turnbull and 
James Field, all represented by Virginia and North Carolina families 
to this day, to lay off the town of Petersburg and he was designated 
by the act as a "gentleman," at a time when that term had sense and 
meaning in it. 

* This chart was used in compiling the pedigree in the text. 
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Col. Robert, after the marriage of his daughters to Claibornes, 
removed to King William County, and occupied the brick mansion 
Sweet Jiall on the Pamunkey, about ten miles above — not West Point, 
but West's Point, named after one of our earliest settlers. Sweet Hall, 
as I knew it in its decay forty years ago had still enough left of its 
grounds and surroundings to argue the means, tastes, and habits of a 
gentleman once its owner ; as a ruined but distinct dyke which had once 
reclaimed a very extensive marsh on his large tract of land on the op- 
posite shore of New Kent, showed what must have been his energy 
and enterprise. 

Besides these he also owned another large tract in the immediate 
neighborhood of Sweet Hall in King William, called "Turcoman," 
which subsequently became the property of his son Sterling (father 
of Judge Thomas Ruffin) and a very large body of very fine land in 
the county of Brunswick. 

He married the widow Lightfoot of the Sandy Point Lightfoots, 
who was born a "Clack," and was, as old Mr. John Roane, who knew 
her, has frequently told me, a very beautiful woman, and who had con- 
sumption for fifty years, as I learned from Judge Ruffin, who spent 
much of his childhood with her. 

They had five children, two daughters (who married Claibornes, 
one of our oldest colonial names, and one left a son, Sterling Claiborne, 
who was probably as able a lawyer as the Judge himself, and altogether 
a very remarkable man,) and three sons, James, William, and Sterling. 
James was a cap'ain of cavalry throughout the war of the Revolution. 
He settled in King William, married Mary, the daughter of John 
Roane, Maximus Natu, of "Uppowoc" on the Mattaponi in the same 
county, and died at a comparatively early age, having a large family 
of children. He was a man of parts and very high courage, but ex- 
tremely lazy habits. Most of his children died in early manhood, and 
only one of them was a really prosperous man, he migrated early to 
Tennessee, and thence to Mississippi, and dying bequeathed to his chil- 
dren very large property. * * * 

Of Mr. Sterling Ruffin I can tell you not half as much as you pro- 
bably know. He had been dead some years before I came from Mis- 
sissippi to Raleigh in 1824. His wife Alice was the daughter of Thomas 
Roane of Newington in the county of King and Queen on the North 
bank of the Mattaponi, about three miles below Mantapike, and where 
Dahlgreen was killed in 1863. * * * 

My grandfather, William Ruffin, a volunteer at the age of sixteen at 
the siege of Yorktown, married Margaret Ritchie, daughter of Margaret 
Roane, sister of the two brothers above named engaged in commerce 
at Fredericksburg with Hugh Campbell, who had married a daughter 
of Thomas Roane, and who was so crippled in business that he had to 
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draw out. He and his brother Sterling subsequently left that part of 
Virginia and moved to Brunswick, where, joining the Methodist church, 
they became most intimate with the fathers respectively of George A. 
Dromgoole and the Gholsons, and continued so until death. 

From Brunswick they moved to North Carolina, as you know. They 
had both been gay men, but they became very devout, and gave up as 
many of this world's vanities as most persons of their persuasion; 
though neither of them could surrender blooded horses as entirely as 
Bishop Ravenscroft did — possibly because they had obtained a dispen- 
sation from the circuit riders ; — and my uncle Sterling bequeathed his 
to his son, the Judge, in whose family I hope they still remain. 

These two brothers were, as you know, devotedly attached to each 
other, and Judge Ruffin once told me, in proof of the fact, that his 
father, when dying, grasped my grandfather's hand exclaiming: "Twin 
brothers ; brothers by nature, and brothers in faith." They were both 
in earnest. The late Governor Morehead of your State told me that 
he had heard my uncle Sterling "exhort," with the usual gesticulations 
of his sect, until he would sit down thoroughly exhausted, panting and 
wet with perspiration. 

"He was a powerful man very much of the figure and face of my 
brother James, bowlegs included," Judge Ruffin once said to me. My 
grandfather, from a defective physique perhaps, he was never robust, 
and for many years suffered greatly from rheumatism — or possibly 
from other causes, was less demonstrative and exhortatory. He died 
when I was in my ninth year, so I remember but very little of him. 
But I have always heard, and from several sources, that he had fine 
conversational powers. At a dinner given to Mr. Thomas Ritchie in 
Essex, his native county, in 1840, I heard that gentleman declare that 
whether his political principles were good or bad, he was more in- 
debted for them, both in depth and clearness of conviction, to his 
brother-in-law, William Ruffin, than to any other man. Judge Ruffin 
told me that he was a man of fine intellect and excellent business 
capacity, who would have prospered in life, but for the uncontrollable 
extravagance of his wife. 

Like many, or rather, most youths of his period, his education was 
defective, owing to the derangements of the war ; but at the age of 
sixty-six he retained enough of his Latin to superintend the prepara- 
tion of my daily tasks for Dr. McPheeters ; always preceded by the 
Lord's Prayer, repeated between his knees ; and to him and the late 
Win. Bingham, of Orange, I owed such proficiency that I took my 
Latin degree at the University of Virginia when I was but little over 
sixteen years old. 

Of another branch of the family, the founder in this country, was 
Edmund Ruffin, also a son of William, of Isle of Wight, great-grand- 
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father of the distinguished agriculturist of that name. He was a car- 
penter and made a large fortune, more, as his great-grandson used to 
say, than his son and grandson could spend in their short lives — they 
each died of gout at forty-three. I do not suppose him to have lost 
caste by his trade ; for in the manners of that time, arbitrary and 
capricious there as always, a gentleman no more came to be such by 
following a trade, than did a Scotch Cameron by stealing cattle, or a 
Ruthven by attempting to kidnap a king. Archibald Harwood, of King 
and Queen, a first cousin of Judge Ruffin, through his mother, was 
made a coach maker "because," as the old lady told me, "he would 
not learn his book," and she was resolved he should not grow up in 
idleness. And Arthur Brockenborough, son of Dr. Brockenborough 
who married a Roane, aunt of Judge Ruffin, was a carpenter — made 
such because he was not bright at letters — and was the superintendent 
of all the carpenters' work done upon the University of Virginia. All 
honor to their sensible parents. 

It was the son of that Ruffin, the carpenter, and the grandfather of 
Ed. Ruffin, Sr., as we knew him, who was a member of the convention 
called to consider the adoption of the Federal Constitution, who on 
the 25th of June, 1798, voted against the ratification of that instrument 
along with Patrick Henry, the orator of Virginia, and with Theodorick 
Bland, his own colleague, Stephens Thompson Mason, William Grayson, 
George Mason, James Monroe, Benjamin Harrison, John Tyler, Thomas 
Roane, and others. * * * 

This gentleman and his descendants resided on the south side of 
James River below the head of tide, and had all the characteristics of 
the people among whom they were brought up. There are other 
branches of the same family in the same region, of whom I knew 
but little; though they are not remotely allied to me. They all, how- 
ever, occupy the status of gentlemen in their respective communities. 

The traditions of our settlement here vary. One account is that 
our first ancestor was a parson of the English Establishment. An- 
other, somewhat more ambitious, is that we are a part of the family of 
the Ruthvens of Pertshire in Scotland, who, attainted and driven into 
exile in France, returned to England on the revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes, whence some members of the family migrated to this country. 
I have no means to decide this point, nor to tell whether we are of the 
Noble or Scullion branch of the family — whether we are descended 
from gentlemen, or whether 

"Our ancient but ignoble blood 
Has crept through scoundrels ever since the flood." 

Your request that I will state the characteristics of the family in- 
volves me in some difficulty and more delicacy, as the people were of 
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my own blood, and from what I knew of them, somewhat mixed in 
their characteristics. They have been within my range of observation, 
pretty thorough-going men, whether their leaning was to business or 
pleasure; and I have seen a good many instances of these extremes. 
They were almost universally high spirited, high tempered, quick to 
take and resent offense, but placable, except when their personal dignity 
was invaded or even threatened; when, though not relentless, they 
were unforgiving. 

They have not generally been obtrusive of their opinions, though 
tenacious of them, and have been too independent and outspoken to 
make politicians, though they have generally possessed that manliness 
of bearing and that geniality of manner which have given them the 
sort of popularity which is based on respect and good will. They have 
always relished rural pursuits; and my father (who went to Mississippi 
by the advice of Judge Ruffin, very early in the present century, and 
landed at Fort Adams with his forty dollars and two shirts in his 
saddle bags), is the only one of the name I have ever heard of, who 
had made a fortune by trade. He got out of it as soon as he could, 
and went to planting cotton and raising horses and cattle in Wilkinson 
county. Further than this I do not know that they have peculiarities 
which separate them very widely from their fellow citizens. 



ROANE FAMILY. 

(Continued from page 200.) 

ERRATA: In line 20 from top of page 196 "Sarah Upshur" should 
be Sarah Upshaw. In lines 3 and 2 from bottom of page 198 "Samuel 
F. Harwood Roane" should be Samuel F. Harwood. In line 5 from 
top of page 199 "3 William Roane married Judith C. Ball" should be 
"3 William Roane married Judith (?) Ball." 

Notes on the Roane Pedigree of Samuel F. Harwood, 
pages 199, 200. 



Thomas Roane was a member of the Essex County Com- 
mittee, in 1774, and in 1777 the governor commissioned him 
as county lieutenant; William Roane as Colonel; William 
Smith as lieutenant-colonel, and John Beale as major of the 
Essex militia. He removed to the parish of St. Stephens, 



